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RESPONSE 

Sir: 

In response to the Office Action dated May 21 , 2003, please consider the following: 

REMARKS 

The undersigned thanks Examiner Spears for the telephone interview conducted on July 
14, 2003, in which he indicated that the attached Declaration would be sufficient to overcome the 
Endo reference. 

Claims 1-24 are all the claims presently pending in the application. Claims 2-4, 7-10, 13- 
14, and 16-21 would be allowable if rewritten in independent form. Claims 1, 22, 23, and 24 
stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as being anticipated by Endo (JP 10-304251). Claims 5, 
6, 11, 12, and 15 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable over Endo. 

However, the Endo reference has an effective date of November 13, 1998, whereas the 
priority date of the present application is November 17, 1997 (e.g., its Japanese filing date). 
Therefore, Applicant concurrently files herewith an executed Declaration indicating that the 
present specification is a true and correct translation of the Priority Document, thereby to render 
moot the prior art rejections. 
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In view of the foregoing, Applicant submits that claims 1-24, all the claims presently 
pending in the application, are patentably distinct over the prior art of record and are in condition 
for allowance. The Examiner is respectfully requested to pass the above application to issue at 

the earliest possible time. 

Should the Examiner find the application to be other than in condition for allowance, the 
Examiner is requested to contact the undersigned at the local telephone number listed below to 
discuss any other changes deemed necessary in a tele phonic or personal interview . 

The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any deficiency in fees or to credit any 
overpayment in fees to Attorney's Deposit Account No. 50-0481. 
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Date: 
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Intellectual Property Law 
8321 Old Courthouse Road, Suite 200 
Vienna, VA 22182-3817 
(703) 761-4100 
Customer No. 21254 



Respectfully submitted, 




Sean M. McGinn 
Reg. No. 34,386 




